Date: January 13, 2009
Subject: Revision of Portuguese Major

From: Jay Hobgood

Subcommittee B considered the proposal for the revisions to the Portuguese major at its meeting on June 6, 2008.  After a thorough examination and discussion of the proposal, the subcommittee unanimously approved the proposal with contingencies.

The proposed revisions are:

1.  The distribution of hours in the major is changed to provide the students with a 

     strengthened program core and a streamlined list of categories.

     The distribution of requirements in the current major are:

     (1) Advanced Language/Linguistics
15 hours
     (2) Literature



15 hours

     (3) Culture




10 hours
     (4) Electives



10 hours

         Total




50 hours

     The revised requirements in the major would be:

     (1) Advanced Languages/Linguistics
15 hours

     (2) Literatures and Cultures

25 hours

     (3) Electives


 
10 hours

         Total




50 hours

     The combination of the Literature and Culture categories will make it possible

     for students to construct more pedagogically coherent major programs tailored

     to their areas of interests.
     Note:   the total number of hours in the major does not change.

2.  The number of specific required courses is increased from one to three.  The 
      required courses in the revised major would be:

     Portuguese 401 (Review of Grammar and Composition)*

5 hours

     Portuguese 450 (Introduction to the Study of Literature and Cultures)
5 hours

     Portuguese 611 (The Portuguese Language)



5 hours

     * required course in the current major..

3.  Courses are added to the Advanced Languages/Linguistics and the Literature
     and Cultures categories, which add to students’ options in the major.
     a.  Portuguese 402 (Portuguese Reading and Listening) and Portuguese 403
          (Portuguese Conversation and Composition) are added to the Advanced

          Language/Linguistics category.

     b.  Portuguese 450 (Introduction to the Study of Literature and Cultures) and

          Portuguese 750 (Studies in Literatures and Cultures of the Portuguese-

          Speaking World) are added to the Literature and Cultures Category.

The principal foci for discussion were:

1.  The pre-major requirements for courses in Portuguese.

     Are all majors required to take Portuguese 501 and 502 or can students take 
     Portuguese 103 and 104 instead?  The sample program included with the proposal

     lists 101, 102 and 502,  It was unclear if this meant that all students had to take those

     three courses or if other options were available.
2.  Confusion about the string of prerequisites for Portuguese 502 and the first year of

     the sample four year plan..

     a.  Portuguese 501 is a prerequisite for Portuguese 502, but
     b.  Portuguese 501 is not open to students who have credit for 101, 102, 103, or 104.

     Thus, it appeared impossible to take the course sequence listed in the sample four

     year plan.

3.  The organization of items in the sample four year plan.
      It was suggested that the courses that count toward the major requirements be clearly

      identified.

     It was also suggested that a summary list the hours required for the major, the GEC,

     and those available for free electives.

4.  The actual number of hours required for the major, including the Portuguese courses 

      that do not count toward the hours required in the major.
There were a couple of more general questions that the members of Sub. B wanted to pose to CCI.
1.  Do language majors need to fulfill the 2nd language requirement in the GEC?

2.  Can students fulfill their GEC language requirement within their major?

The subcommittee felt that the overall proposal was good and that it represented a positive change for students.  Sub. B voted unanimously to approve the proposal with contingencies related to the issues raised during the discussion.

